HISTORY OF THE PRIESTLESS                   67
The resolution adopted by the senior members of the Vygovsk
brotherhood to include the Tsar's name in their prayers created a
fundamental moral issue and divided the Priestless into two an-
tagonistic sects. The discord was based on a reaction against the
policy of conciliation as accepted by the Vygovsk Monastery, but
there was yet another problem which prompted some of the Priest-
less to seek a compromise, and it soon became the subject of
heated arguments between the Theodosians and the Shore-
Dwellers. While acknowledging the two sacraments, baptism and
penance, the Priestless denied the sacrament of marriage, and
therefore preached celibacy. Of course even the strictest adherents
of piety must have realized the impossibility of abolishing the con-
tact between "hay" and "fire." Not knowing how to solve this
dilemma, they formally insisted on the observance of the ascetic
exigencies, but actually they were constrained to overlook their
constant violation. Theodosius decided to recognize as legal the
marriages blessed by the heretical Nikonian church, though by
doing so he was thoroughly inconsistent and disregarded his cus-
tomary attitude of severity towards the Nikonians, whereas Andrew
Denisov, contrary to his usual tolerance, was firm on this point and
to the end of his days was inexorable in exacting absolute con-
tinence. Yet even he could not abolish family life, and had to be
content with moving the families outside the monastery walls.
The followers of Theodosius and Andrew Denisov succeeded in
bringing their respective attitudes towards marriage into harmony
with the general spirit of their trends. The Theodosians began treat-
ing family life with intolerance, while the Shore-Dwellers became
more tolerant towards it. However, neither approached a solution
of the problem, and the moral conflict between the theory, which
repudiated even a legal marriage, and life, which made the existence
of a family indispensable, remained in full force. It was necessary
to consider seriously some means to reconcile theory with practice,
and for the first time the Schismatics faced the problem which could
not be solved by mere reference to "what their fathers and grand-
fathers had thought about it," and sought solution through their
own original interpretation of theological literature. This task was
brilliantly accomplished by a Theodosian, Ivan Alekseiev, who dis-
closed a knowledge, gift, and breadth of mind equal to those of